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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing incentives for a first financial 
account held by a user and associated with a first financial account provider, wherein 
the user also holds a second financial account associated with a second financial 
account provider, the method comprising: 

configuring the first financial account to provide a first incentive when less than a 
threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account: 

configuring the first financial account to provide a second incentive when more 
than the threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial 
account, wherein the first incentive is more attractive than the second incentive: 

monitoring, by a computer system associated with on e of the first financial 
account providers]], transactions performed using the first and second financial 
accounts over a predetermined transaction monitoring period; 

determining, by the computer system, whether any of the monitored transactions 
meet at least one predetermined condition; 

dotorm i ning, by tho computor system, whothor any transactions that moot the 
pr e d e t e rm i ned condition are assoc i at e d with th e second financ i a l account; 

automatically transferr i ng, by tho computor systom, any transactions assoc i ated 
with the second f i nanc i al account that moot tho prodotorminod condit i on to tho first 

determining, by the computer system, whether to apply the first incentive or the 
second incentive; and 
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applying, by the computer system, [[an]] the first or the second incentive to the 

first financial account based on the prodot e rminod condition determining . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein monitoring the transactions 
includes: 

collecting, by the first financial account provider, transaction information 
associated with each of the transactions from at least one of: 
the user, 

a merchant associated with a transaction with the user, 

a server system that collects the transaction information, and 

the second financial account provider. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further including: 

configuring the first financial account based on input received from the user. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further including: 
receiving a forecast goal from the user reflecting an estimated transaction 

amount the user intends to perform using the first financial account over a future 
transaction monitoring period. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein determining whether the 
monitored transactions meet at least one predetermined condition includes: 

determining whether the transactions includes purchase amounts associated with 
the first financial account that collectively meet the forecast goal. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein applying the incentive includes: 
applying an incentive to the first financial account when the forecast goal is met. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the 
monitored transactions meet at least one predetermined condition includes: 

determining whether all of the transactions are associated with the first financial 
account. 

8. (Canceled). 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the 
monitored transactions meet at least one predetermined condition includes: 

determining whether a subset of the transactions are associated with the first 
financial account. 

10. (Canceled). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1 0]] 9, wherein the second 
incentive is more attractive than a third incentive that is applied to the first financial 
account when the transactions include a fewer number of transactions associated with 
the first financial account than the number of transactions included in the subset of 
transactions. 

12. (Canceled). 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 41 , wherein transferring any 
second financial account transactions includes: 

providing payment for the second financial account transactions from the first 
financial account provider to the second financial account provider; and 

adding a total transaction amount associated with the second financial account 
transactions to a balance associated with the first financial account. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the user gives authorization to 
the first financial account provider to transfer the second financial account transactions 
to the first financial account. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein tho incentive 
includes applying comprises at least one of adjusting an interest rate for the first 
financial account, adjusting a credit limit for the first financial account, adjusting an 
account fee associated with the first financial account, and adding reward points to an 
accumulating reward point total associated with the first financial account. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first incentive is 
more attractive to the user when more of the transactions are associated with the first 
financial account as opposed to the second financial account. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further including: 

providing an incentive report to the user based on the applied incentive. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the incentive report includes 
information associated with incentives that may have been applied to the first financial 
account based on different types of the predetermined condition. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the 
monitored transactions meet at least one predetermined condition includes: 

ranking the transactions based on a transaction parameter associated with each 
transaction; 

identifying a set of the transactions that each have a transaction parameter that 
meets or exceeds a predetermined transaction parameter threshold; and 
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determining whether the set of transactions meet the at least one predetermined 

condition. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the at least one 
predetermined condition includes at least one of: 

whether all of the transactions in the set of transactions are associated with the 
first financial account; 

whether a portion of the transactions in the set of transactions are associated 
with the second financial account; 

whether none of the transactions in the set of transactions are associated with 
the first financial account; and 

whether any transactions in the set of transactions are associated with the first 
financial account and an aggregated value of transaction parameters associated with 
the first financial account transactions in the set meets a user defined forecast goal. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A system for providing incentives for a first financial 
account, comprising: 

a first financial account provider managing the first financial account; 

a second financial account provider managing a second financial account and 
communicatively connected to the first financial account provider ; and 

a usef client associated with a user of the first and second financial accounts and. 
communicatively connected to the first financial account provider , 

wherein the first financial account provider comprises a computer, comprising a 
processor and a memory, that is configured to: 
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monitor purchase transactions performed by the user using the first and second 
financial accounts over a transaction time period, 

provide a first incentive to the first financial account when less than a threshold 
quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account; 

provide a second incentive to the first financial account when more than the 
threshold quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account, 
wherein the first incentive is more attractive than the second incentive; 

determine whether the purchase transactions meet at least one predetermined 
condition^,]]: 

dotormino whothor any of tho purchaoo transactions that moot th o at loast ono 
prodeterm i n o d condition ar e associat e d with th e second financia l account; 

automatically transf e r any transactions assoc i ated w i th th e s e cond f i nancial 
account that moot tho prodotorm i nod condition to tho first f i nancial account; and[[;]] 

apply [[an]] either the first incentive or the second incentive to the first financial 
account based on the predetermined condition and the purchase transactions . 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first financial account 
provider is configured to monitor the purchase transactions by: 

collecting, by the first financial account provider, transaction information 
associated with each of the purchase transactions from at least one of: 

the user, 

a merchant associated with a transaction with the user, 

a server system that collects the transaction information, and 

the second financial account provider. 
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23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first financial 
account provider is further configured to receive a forecast goal from the user reflecting 
an estimated transaction amount the user intends to perform using the first financial 
account over a future transaction monitoring period. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[21]] 23, wherein the first 
financial account provider is configured to determine whether the monitored 
transactions meet the at least one predetermined condition by determining whether the 
purchase transactions includes transaction amounts associated with the first financial 
account that collectively meet the forecast goal. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the first financial 
account provider is configured to apply the first incentive to the first financial account 
when the forecast goal is met. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first financial account 
provider is configured to determine whether the monitored transactions meet the at least 
one predetermined condition by determining whether all of the transactions are 
associated with the first financial account. 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Original) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first financial account 
provider is configured to determine whether the monitored transactions meet the at least 
one predetermined condition by determining whether a subset of the transactions are 
associated with the first financial account. 

29. (Canceled). 
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30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[29]] 28, wherein the second 
incentive is more attractive than a third incentive that is applied to the first financial 
account when the transactions include a fewer number of transactions associated with 
the first financial account than the number of transactions included in the subset of 
transactions. 

31. (Canceled). 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[21]] 42, wherein the first 
financial account provider transfers any second financial account transactions by 
providing payment for the second financial account transactions from the first financial 
account provider to the second financial account provider and adding a total transaction 
amount associated with the second financial account transactions to a balance 
associated with the first financial account. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein the user gives authorization to 
the first financial account provider to transfer the second financial account transactions 
to the first financial account. 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first incentive 
includes at least one of adjusting an interest rate for the first financial account, adjusting 
a credit limit for the first financial account, adjusting an account fee associated with the 
first financial account, and adding reward points to accumulating reward point total 
associated with the first financial account. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first incentive is 
more attractive to the user when more of the transactions are associated with the first 
financial account as opposed to the second financial account. 
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36. (Original) The system of claim 2,1 , wherein the first financial account 
provider is further configured to provide an incentive report to the user based on the 
applied incentive. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein the incentive report includes 
information associated with incentives that may have been applied to the first financial 
account based on different types of the predetermined condition. 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium including 
instructions for performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing 
incentives for a first financial account held by a user and associated with a first financial 
account provider, wherein the user also holds a second financial account associated 
with a second financial account provider, the method comprising: 

monitoring transactions performed using the first and second financial accounts 
over a predetermined transaction monitoring period; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a first incentive when less than a 
threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a second incentive when more 
than the threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial 
account, wherein the first incentive is more attractive than the second incentive; 

determining whether the monitored transactions meet at least one predetermined 
condition; 

dotormining wh o thor any transactions that moot tho pred e tormin o d condition ar e 
associatod with the second financia l account; and 
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transf e rring any transactions that m e ot tho prodotorm i nod condition and are 
associatod with tho second financ i a l account to tho f i rst financ i al account; and 

applying , bv the computer system, [[an]] the first incentive or the second 
incentive to the first financial account based on the predetermined condition and the 
transactions . 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for providing 
incentives for a first financial account held by a user and associated with a first financial 
account provider, wherein the user also holds a second financial account associated 
with a second financial account provider, the method comprising: 

monitoring , bv a computer comprising a processor and a memory, transactions 
performed using the first and second financial accounts over a predetermined 
transaction monitoring period; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a first incentive when less than a 
threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a second incentive when more 
than the threshold Quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial 
account, wherein the first incentive is more attractive than the second incentive; 

determining , bv the computer, whether that the monitored transactions include at 
least one transaction associated with the second financial account; [[and]] 

automatically transferring , bvthe computer, the at least one second financial 
account transaction to the first financial account such that the first financial account 
provider sends a payment to the second financial account provider for the at least one 
second financial account transaction and applying a total purchase amount for the at 



11 



Application No.: 10/787,208 
Attorney Docket No.: 05793.31 19-00 

least one second financial account transactions to a balance of the first financial 

account ; and 

applying either the first incentive or the second incentive to the first financial 
account based on the purchase transactions . 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for providing 
incentives for a first financial account held by a user and associated with a first financial 
account provider, wherein the user also holds a second financial account associated 
with a second financial account provider, the method comprising: 

receiving , by a computer comprising a processor and a memory, a forecast goal 
from the user reflecting an estimated transaction amount the user intends to perform 
using the first financial account over a future transaction monitoring period; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a first incentive when less than a 
threshold quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial account; 

configuring the first financial account to provide a second incentive when more 
than the threshold quantity of transactions are performed using the second financial 
account, wherein the first incentive is more attractive than the second incentive; 

determining , bvthe computer, whether [[the]] aH transactions associated with the 
first account performed during the future transaction monitoring period included 
purchase amounts associated with the first financial account that collectively meet the 
forecast goal; 

applying , bvthe computer, [[an]] the first incentive to the first financial account 
when the forecast goal is met; and 

providing an incentive report to the user based on the applied incentive, 
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wherein the incentive report includes information associated with incentives that 

may have been applied to the first financial account based on different types of [[the]] 

predetermined conditions. 

41 . (New) The method of claim 1 , further including: 

determining, by the computer system, whether any transactions that meet the 
predetermined condition are associated with the second financial account; and 

automatically transferring, by the computer system, any transactions associated 
with the second financial account that meet the predetermined condition to the first 
financial account. 

42. (New) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first financial account provider 
is further configured to: 

determine whether any of the purchase transactions that meet the at least one 
predetermined condition are associated with the second financial account; and 

automatically transfer any transactions associated with the second financial 
account that meet the predetermined condition to the first financial account; 

43. (New). The computer readable storage medium of claim 38, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

determining whether any transactions that meet the predetermined condition are 
associated with the second financial account; and 

transferring any transactions that meet the predetermined condition and are 
associated with the second financial account to the first financial account. 
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